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In Bétes Noires , Lauren Derby explores storytelling traditions among
the people of Haiti and the Dominican Republic, focusing on shape-
shifting spirit demons called baka/baca . Drawing on interviews with
and life stories of residents in a central Haitian-Dominican frontier
town, Derby contends that bacas—nhot spirits from the sorcery side of
vodou/vodu that present as animals and generate wealth for their
owners—are a manifestation of what Dominicans call fuk( de Colén ,
the curse of Columbus. The dogs, pigs, cattle, and horses that
Columbus brought with him are the only types of animals that bacas
become. As instruments of Indigenous dispossession, these animals
and their spirit demons convey a history of trauma and racialization in
Dominican popular culture. In the context of slavery and beyond, bacas
keep alive the promise of freedom, since shape-shifting has long
enabled fugitivity. As Derby demonstrates, bacas represent a complex
history of race, religion, repression, and resistance.
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First published by: the Haworth Clinical Practice Press, an imprint of the
Haworth Press, Inc., 10 Alice Street, Binghamton, NY 139-4-1580.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
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Explore the tensions and tenderness between fathers and sons in this
masterpiece of narrative psychology!"We live in a story-shaped world,"
as the editors say, and Between Fathers and Sons: Critical Incident
Narratives in the Development of Men's Lives shows how the stories we
construct come to shape our perceptions of the world and of ourselves.
The incidents recounted here are more than just moving, funny, or
painful stories of fathers and sons. Each is a myth that helped form the
authors'social and moral identity. This blend of feeling and intellect,
story and analysis m



