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The Routledge Handbook on Israeli Security provides an authoritative
survey of both the historical roots and their principal contemporary
expressions. Following an introduction setting out its principal themes,
the Handbook comprises 27 independent articles, all written by experts
in their fields, several of whom possess first-hand diplomatic and/or
military experience at senior levels. An especially noteworthy feature of
this volume is the space allotted to analyses of the impact of security
challenges not just on Israel's diplomatic and military postures (nuclear
as well as conventional) but also on its cultural life and societal
behavior. Specifically, it aims to fulfil three principal needs. - The first
is to illustrate the dynamic nature of Israel's security concerns and the
ways in which they have evolved in response to changes in the
country's diplomatic and geo-strategic environment, changes that have
been further fueled by technological, economic and demographic
transformations. - Second, the book aims to examine how the evolving
character of Israel's security challenges has generated multiple - and
sometimes conflicting - interpretations of the very concept of 'security',
resulting in a series of dialogues both within Israeli society and
between Israelis and their friends and allies abroad. - Finally, it also
discusses areas of private and public life elsewhere considered
inherently 'civilian' and unrelated to security, such as artistic and
cultural institutions, nevertheless do mirror the broader legal,
economic and cultural consequences of this Israeli preoccupation with
national security.


