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Since the middle of the nineteenth century, imperial reformers, early
Republicans, Guomindang party cadres, and Chinese Communists have
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all prioritized science and technology. In this book, Elman gives a
nuanced account of the ways in which native Chinese science evolved
over four centuries, under the influence of both Jesuit and Protestant
missionaries. In the end, he argues, the Chinese produced modern
science on their own terms.


