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This volume addresses the complex issues surrounding language
teacher education, especially in EFL, and the development of
professionalism in this field. By applying such concepts as Shulman's
"pedagogical content knowledge", the development of teachers'
knowledge base is investigated in a variety of settings, thus
underpinning the contextual nature of teacher learning. The vital role

of critical reflection at all stages of teacher development is shown to be
an integral part of language teachers' knowledge constructions in areas
such as pedagogical grammar, assessment and testing. The
contributions shed light also on the perception and development of
teacher expertise. This volume sets out to bridge the gap between
theory and practice, and in so doing shows that these constructs are far
from monolithic. Rather, both theory and practice are created and
developed dynamically in close interrelation.
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This volume contains selected papers from the 27th Linguistic
Symposium on Romance Languages (LSRL-27), which was held at the
University of California, Irvine, on February 20-22, 1997. The 22

papers deal with current issues in linguistic theory as they can be
illuminated by the close analysis and comparative study of Romance
languages. A majority of the articles tackles topics in syntax and
semantics; the rest is divided among topics in language acquisition,
phonology, morphology, and sociolinguistics. Among the well-
represented Romance languages examined are (Old) French, Italian,
Spanish,



