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Sommario/riassunto Scepticism, the view that knowledge is impossible, threatens our
conception of ourselves as epistemic subjects as much as it endangers
our conception of the external world. The book develops a modal
account of knowledge and provides an answer to scepticism based on a
detailed examination of the main sceptical argument. It discusses
prominent contemporary theories of knowledge, in particular safety
and sensitivity theories, and shows that they cannot handle Gettier-
type examples of a new kind. An alternative analysis of knowledge in
terms of relevantly normal possibilities is developed. The sceptical
argument addressed aims to show that we cannot know ordinary things
because we cannot rule out that we are in a sceptical scenario. Classical
responses, like dogmatism, non-closure theories, and epistemic
contextualism, are explored and rejected as unnecessary for a
refutation of the sceptical argument. A detailed investigation reveals,
first, that the failure to know that we are not in a sceptical scenario
does not conflict with ordinary knowledge, but only with knowledge
that we know, and, second, that we can indeed know that we are not in
a sceptical scenario. It is therefore claimed not only that we know, but
also that we know that we know.
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In the wake of the French Revolution, as attempts to restore political
stability to France repeatedly failed, a group of concerned intellectuals
identified a likely culprit: the prevalent sensationalist psychology, and
especially the flimsy and fragmented self it produced. They proposed a
vast, state-run pedagogical project to replace sensationalism with a
new psychology that showcased an indivisible and actively willing self,
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or moi. As conceived and executed by Victor Cousin, this long-lived
project singled out the male bourgeoisie for training in selfhood --
Cousin and his disciples deemed workers and women incapable of the
introspective finesse necessary to appropriate that self in practice.


