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The Freud Wars offers a comprehensive introduction to the crucial
question of the justification of psychoanalysis.Part I examines three
powerful critiques of psychoanalysis in the context of a recent
controversy about its nature and legitimacy: is it a bankrupt science, an
innovative science, or not a science at all but a system of
interpretation? The discussion makes sense of the entrenched
disagreement about the validity of psychoanalysis, and demonstrates
how the disagreement is rooted in the theoretical ambiguity of the
central concept of psychoanalysis, the unconscious.
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