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For a British Empire that stretched across much of the globe at the start
of the nineteenth century, the interiors of Africa and Australia remained
intriguing mysteries. The challenge of opening these continents to
imperial influence fell to a proto-professional coterie of determined
explorers. They sought knowledge, adventure, and fame, but often
experienced confusion, fear, and failure. The Last Blank Spaces follows
the arc of these explorations, from idea to practice, from intention to
outcome, from myth to reality. Those who conducted the hundreds of
expeditions that probed Africa and Australia in the nineteenth century
adopted a mode of scientific investigation that had been developed by
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previous generations of seaborne explorers. They likened the two
continents to oceans, empty spaces that could be made truly knowable
only by mapping, measuring, observing, and preserving. They found,
however, that their survival and success depended less on this system
of universal knowledge than it did on the local knowledge possessed by
native peoples. While explorers sought to advance the interests of
Britain and its emigrant communities, Dane Kennedy discovers a more
complex outcome: expeditions that failed ignominiously, explorers
whose loyalties proved ambivalent or divided, and, above all, local
states and peoples who diverted expeditions to serve their own
purposes. The collisions, and occasional convergences, between British
and indigenous values, interests, and modes of knowing the world are
brought to the fore in this fresh and engaging study.
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Sommario/riassunto This book offers an ethnographic exploration of three sites of infamous
atrocity and their differing memorialization. Dark tourism research has
studied the consumerization of spaces associated with death and
barbarity, whilst difficult heritage has looked at politicized, national
debates that surround the preservation of death. This book contributes
to these debates by applying spatial theory on a scalar level,
particularly through the work of Henri Lefebvre. It uses escalating case
studies to situate memorialization, and the multifarious demands of
politics, consumption and community, within a framework that
rearticulates lived, perceived and conceived aspects of deviant spaces
ranging from the small (a bench) to the very large (a city).The first case
study, the Tyburn gallows site in York, uses Lefebvres notion of
theatrical space to contextualize the role of performativity in
memorialization. The second, Number 25 Cromwell Street in
Gloucester, builds on this by exploring the absence of memaorialization
through Lefebvres concept of contradictory space and the impact this
has on consumption. The third expands to consider the city as a
problematic memorial, here focusing on the political subjectivities of
Dresden rebuilt following the devastation of the Second World War
and its contemporary associations with neo-Nazi and anti-fascist
protests. Ultimately, by examining the issue of scale in heritage, the
book seeks to develop a new way of unpacking and understanding the
heteroglossic nature of deviant space and memorialization.
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