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Darwin's theory of evolution by natural selection was based on the
observation that there is variation between individuals within the same
species. This fundamental observation is a central concept in
evolutionary biology. However, variation is only rarely treated directly.
It has remained peripheral to the study of mechanisms of evolutionary
change. The explosion of knowledge in genetics, developmental
biology, and the ongoing synthesis of evolutionary and developmental
biology has made it possible for us to study the factors that limit,
enhance, or structure variation at the level of an



