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Introduction -- Postmodernism or the literature of exhaustion -- The
sixties: years of throwing off inhibitions -- Irving's family romances --
Irving and narcissism -- Mourning and grief in Irving's fiction --
Epilogue. The fourth hand and groping toward self-redemption.

John Irving and Cultural Mourning offers a chronological survey of his
eleven novels, examining his prose via thematically focused chapters
on postmodernism, the sixties, fatherhood, narcissism, mourning and
finally self-redemption.



