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Are there theoretical grounds for tolerance in the classical Jewish
tradition? Is human autonomy endorsed by Judaism? What is the range
of attitudes toward pleasure that has found expression in Jewish
sources? What does Maimonides have to say about joy, and what does
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik teach about human suffering? This volume
of essays examines these and many other key questions about Judaism
from the rigorous perspective of philosophical analysis. Unlike most
scholarship in Jewish philosophy, which approaches the field primarily
from the perspective of intellectual history, this volume also engages in
active philosophical dialogue with the texts and thinkers it addresses.
Judaism Examined is a much-needed answering voice to the perennial
questions of Jewish philosophy.
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Although sometimes decried by pundits, George W. Bush's use of moral
and religious rhetoric is far from unique in the American presidency.
Throughout history and across party boundaries, presidents have used
such appeals, with varying degrees of political success. The Moral
Rhetoric of American Presidents astutely analyzes the president's role
as the nation's moral spokesman. Armed with quantitative methods
from political science and the qualitative case study approach prevalent
in rhetorical studies, Colleen J. Shogan demonstrates that moral and



religious rhetoric is not simply a reflection of individual character or an
expression of American "civil religion" but a strategic tool presidents
can use to enhance their constitutional authority. To determine how the
use of moral rhetoric has changed over time, Shogan employs content
analysis of the inaugural and annual addresses of all the presidents
from George Washington through George W. Bush. This quantitative
evidence shows that while presidents of both parties have used moral
and religious arguments, the frequency has fluctuated considerably and
the language has become increasingly detached from relevant policy
arguments. Shogan explores the political effects of the rhetorical
choices presidents make through nine historical cases (Presidents
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Buchanan, Lincoln, Theodore
Roosevelt, Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, and Carter). She shows that
presidents who adapt their rhetoric to the political conditions at hand
enhance their constitutional authority, while presidents who ignore
political constraints suffer adverse political consequences. The case
studies allow Shogan to highlight the specific political circumstances
that encourage or discourage the use of moral rhetoric. Shogan
concludes with an analysis of several dilemmas of governance
instigated by George W. Bush's persistent devotion to moral and
religious argumentation.



