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"Back to the Bible" : the biblical revolution in the nineteenth century --
Wellhausen and his school : the Jewish response to higher criticism --
"Truth shall spring out of the earth : the initial Jewish reaction to the
archaeology of the ancient Near East -- The Babel-Bibel controversy as
a typological event -- Friedrich Delitzsch and a second "Tower of Babel"
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This work, the first of its kind, describes all the aspects of the Bible
revolution in Jewish history in the last two hundred years, as well as the
emergence of the new biblical culture. It describes the circumstances
and processes that turned Holy Scripture into the Book of Books and
into the history of the biblical period and of the people - the Jewish
people. It deals with the encounter of the Jews with modern biblical
criticism and the archaeological research of the Ancient Near East and
with contemporary archaeology. The middle section discusses the
extensive involvement of educated Jews in the Bible-Babel polemic at
the start of the twentieth century, which it treats as a typological event.
The last section describes at length various aspects of the key status
assigned to the Bible in the new Jewish culture in Europe, and
particularly in modern Jewish Palestine, as a "guide to life" in education,
culture and politics, as well as part of the attempt to create a new
Jewish man, and as a source of inspiration for various creative arts.
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