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The Life of a Text offers a vivid portrait of one community's interaction
with its favorite text-the epic Ramcaritmanas-and the way in which
performances of the epic function as a flexible and evolving medium
for cultural expression. Anthropologists, historians of religion, and
readers interested in the culture of North India and the performance
arts will find breadth of subject, careful scholarship, and engaging
presentation in this unique and beautifully illustrated examination of
Hindi culture. The most popular and influential text of Hindi-speaking
North India, the epic Ramcaritmanas is a sixteenth century retelling of
the Ramayana story by the poet Tulsidas. This masterpiece of pre-
modern Hindi literature has always reached its largely illiterate
audiences primarily through oral performance including ceremonial
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recitation, folksinging, oral exegesis, and theatrical representation.
Drawing on fieldwork in Banaras, Lutgendorf breaks new ground by
capturing the range of performance techniques in vivid detail and
tracing the impact of the epic in its contemporary cultural context.
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"Ensemble Theatre Making: A Practical Guide is the first comprehensive
diagnostic handbook for building, caring for and maintaining

ensemble. Successful ensembles don't happen by chance: they can be
created, nurtured and maintained through specific actions taken by
ensemble leaders and members. Ensemble Theatre Making provides a
thorough step-by-step process to consistently achieve the

collaborative dynamic that leads to the group trust, commitment and



sacrifice necessary for the success of a common goal.Through planning
and preparation, investigating the essential building blocks of
ensemble, identifying ensemble behaviours and techniques of
responding to those behaviours, Ensemble Theatre Making gives tools,
techniques and recipes for bringing ensemble from the realm of luck
into a grounded practice. This conversational, straight-forward guide
gives clarity and practical guidance to the sometimes mystifying
guestions of what creates ensemble bonds, how to fix them when they
start to break, and how to strengthen and protect them"--Provided by
publisher.



