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Ectodermal Dysplasias (ED) are a diverse group of genetic disorders
characterized by congenital defects of two or more ectodermal
structures (e.g., sweat gland, tooth, nail, hair), that count about 100
different manifestations. Therefore, the multidisciplinary aspect is a
novel but crucial approach to correctly diagnose and treat this kind of
diseases and eventually direct patients to specialized centers. A new
classification has been proposed as well as new therapeutic options,
such as the first prenatal protein replacement therapy for a genetic
disease, X-linked hypohidrotic ectodermal dysplasia. The chapters of
this book address all relevant topics, starting with epidemiology and
embryology, disease classification, molecular biology, EDA1-associated
ED, WNT10A-related ED, and p63-related ED. A chapter on ED caused
by defects of structural proteins is included and one specifically
devoted to differential diagnoses. Specific chapters describe diagnostic
assessments and treatment: odontostomatological signs and therapy,
ophthalmological or otorhinolaringoiatric signs, other organ
involvement, neurological and neuropsychological issues. The final part
is dedicated to the most recent developments in molecular therapy and
the extremely important role of parents' and patients' associations.
Written by internationally renowned experts, this handy resource will be
of valuable help for a variety of specialists who deal with ectodermal
dysplasias in their daily clinical work, e.g., pediatricians,
dermatologists, ENT-specialists, dentists.


