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Why are so many speakers interrupted in Luke and in Acts? For nearly a
century, scholars have noted the presence of interrupted speech in the
Acts of the Apostles, but explanations of its function have been limited
and often contradictory. A more effective approach involves grounding
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the analysis of Luke-Acts within a larger understanding of how
interruption functions in a wide variety of literary settings. An extensive
survey of ancient Greek narratives (epics, histories, and novels) reveals
the forms, frequency, and functions of interruption in Greek authors
who lived and wrote between the eighth-century B.C.E. and the
second-century C.E.This comparative study suggests that the frequent
interruptions of Jesus and his followers in Luke 4:28; Acts 4:1; 7:54-
57; 13:48; etc., are designed both to highlight the pivotal closing
words of the discourses and to draw attention to the ways in which the
early Christian gospel was received. In the end, the interrupted
discourses are best understood not as historical accidents, but as
rhetorical exclamation points intended to highlight key elements of the
early Christian message and their varied reception by Jews and
Gentiles.
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Sommario/riassunto Requiem by Teresa Carmody is a "folk opera, a lament for the
unexamined life," writes editor and author David Ulin in his
Introduction. In this short collection of fiction, a lonely man plainchants
for the waitress he once stalked, a sonless father serenades a fatherless
son, and a bereft family gathers to bury a parent, providing an aching
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chorus of what is left. Carmody uses Biblical language to pierce the
callous and bruised souls of these lost, and sometimes found, small-
town Michiganders. In her raw spare stories, novelist, essayist, and
poet Carol Muske-Dukes writes that Carmody creates in her raw, spare
stories, "a voice out of the backyard burning bush, a Midwest scriptural
mist: frank, fierce and fidgety, and most emphatically her own."


