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"This work surveys the history, lifestyle and impact of the friars in
Ireland from the arrival of the Dominicans in 1224 to the Henrican
campaign to dissolve the religious houses in 1540. It constitutes the
first attempt to examine the mendicant phenomenon as a whole rather
than focusing on individual orders and friaries. The first three chapters
give a chronological overview of the arrival and initial expansion of the
friars in the thirteenth century, through the upheavals of the fourteenth
century and the emergence of vigorous reform parties within each
order in the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. The second section
consists of seven chapters that examine discrete aspects of mendicant
lifestyle and ministry. These include analyses of the friars' relationships
with their patrons, benefactors and critics. The mendicant lifestyle
forms the subject of one chapter, as does the friars' efficacy as
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preachers, confessors and counsellors. Particular attention is devoted
to the educational and formation structures within each order, as well
as to devotional and liturgical activities. The art and architecture of the
friaries is examined in another chapter. The volume concludes with an
epilogue detailing the developments and upheavals in Irish mendicant
life during the tumultuous decade between 1530 and 1540."--Cover
page [4].
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This book presents an in-depth investigation into street gang
involvement, desistance, and non-involvement through the lens of the
Risk Factor Prevention Paradigm (RFPP). This framework encompasses
five domains of risk and prevention: family, neighbourhood, peers,
individual, and school. It identifies the risk and protective factors that
influence young people to either engage in, desist or abstain from
involvement in deviant street groups. Based on a comprehensive five-
and-a-half-year study, the author draws upon his lifelong experience
living in Stockbridge Village, Merseyside, one of the most deprived
areas in the UK marked by street gang activity and organised crime.
The author's unique position allows him to establish a strong rapport
with young, disenfranchised individuals involved in street gangs. This
book offers a comprehensive exploration of critical observations
related to street gang involvement by integrating insights that provide
a nuanced understanding of the sociocultural factors that both drive
individuals toward gang involvement and contribute to their desistance
from it. The author highlights key topics including the practice of drug
dealing as deviant entrepreneurship, the role of friendship networks in
determining engagement in street gang-related activities, the allure of
risk as a motivator for involvement and the participation of young
women through relationships with young men associated with street
gangs. Ultimately, the work offers fresh perspectives on both gang
membership and non-membership, advocating for the development of
homegrown interventions rooted in social capital through bridging and
social mobility as viable strategies for addressing street gang
involvement. Robert Hesketh is a chartered psychologist and lecturer in
criminal Justice in the School of Justice Studies, Liverpool John Moores
University, UK. He has written extensively on the topic of street gangs
in the UK swell as having also taught at the University of Chester and
Edge Hill University (Criminology and Forensic Psychology). He
presently holds a BA (Combined Hons) in Psychology and Sociology, an
MA in Sociology and Social Policy, an MSc in Applied Psychology, a
postgraduate diploma in offender profiling with his PhD focused on a
multi-disciplinary exploration of street gangs on Merseyside. He is also
Fellow of the High Education Academy. .


