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Collectivization of agriculture is an essential feature of the Communist
program for the satellite countries of Eastern Europe. It is a means of
extending state control of agriculture as well as the basis for
developing large-scale industrial and military power. Irwin T. Sanders
has edited this excellent group of papers by specialists on Eastern
Europe and American rural social scientists, which collectively serve as
an analysis of efforts to regiment the East European peasant.To those
for whom the terms "collective farm™" and ""collectivization™ have little
meaning, this book will provide a
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Witness to Marvels traces the development of a unique genre of Sufi-
inspired Bengali romances called pir kathas, whose protagonists and
plots are wholly fictive. For five centuries these fabulations have
parodied indigenous and Hindu textual traditions. Both mimicking and
mocking, these parodies adopted a subjunctive tone, exploring a
magical world of ‘what-if'. They created an Islam-inflected space within
a traditional Bengali cultural environment without trying to legislate
what ideally 'should be' according to tropes common to Islamic history,
theology, and law. The tales' discursive arena, the imaginaire,
delineated the realm of possibility for how these tales might exercise
the imagination to integrate Hindu and Islamic cosmologies. Tales
insinuated themselves into locally relevant discourses through
elaborate intertextual connections, subtly shifting presuppositions
about the way the world works and what counts as religious authority.
As Allah looked on from heaven, the tales routinely assigned Sufi
saints, both pirs and bibis, to the pivotal role of avatar, the periodic
descent of divinity, equating them to the Hindu god Narayan. Adopting
a semiotic strategy to interpret these tales yields a bold new
perspective on the subtle ways Islam assumed its distinctive form in



Bengal and suggests how we need to reimagine conversion in this
region.



