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Sommario/riassunto This book aims to critically examine the European Union’s
peacebuilding approach, focusing on integrated conflict analysis,
suggesting a new model for conflict analysis within the EU Common
Security and Defence Policy. It explores recent interventions while also
addressing the need for improved conflict sensitivity. It argues that
greater self-reflexivity, and deeper reflection on motivations for
intervention plays a critical role within multilateral efforts to address



implementation gaps, encourage greater analytical capacity, suggest
categories of partnership interaction with other actors and give
centrality to the EUs integrated approach, reorienting away from the
growing emphasis on securitisation. It is aimed at policy makers and
practitioners, asking questions of contemporary analysis frameworks
which validate causal pathways and currently provide the basis of the
international peace architecture. Kieran Doyle is Senior Lecturer at
Maynooth University, Republic of Ireland, and Deputy Director of the
Edward M Kennedy Institute. Since 2013, Dr Doyle has been Irish
representative on the Academic Board of the European Security and
Defence College (ESDC) based in the European External Action Service,
Brussels. In 2023 he was a Fellow in the Weatherhead Centre for
International Affairs, Harvard University, participating in a research
cluster on Conflict and Identity Politics. Sean Mc Gearty is Adjunct
Lecturer with the Edward Kennedy Institute for Conflict Intervention,
Maynooth University, Republic of Ireland, and a member of the UNDP —
Department of Political Affairs Peace and Development Specialist Roster
and the OSCE Mediation Experts Roster. He has over 25 years’
experience in peacebuilding as an advisor, mediator and trainer with a
strong track record of working to support peace processes in fragile
and conflict affected countries including the Middle East, Ethiopia,
South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and Cyprus as well as ongoing
work to support the Northern Ireland peace process.
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This book provides a timely study of community-based activism in
contemporary South Africa. Grounded in oral history, the book
examines the acquired expertise and life experiences of an impactful
South African activist, Mandla Majola, within the context of the people,
circumstances, and affiliations that have shaped his strategic thinking
and practice. The authors situate Mandla Majola’s activist and everyday
experiences within histories of the complex connections between post-
apartheid political and social movements and human rights discourse
as they emerged after 1994. The book illuminates the relationship of
state power to public health activism for HIV, tuberculosis and COVID-
19 and for a life of basic human dignity, including access to sanitation
and housing. Mandla Majola’s life spotlights the inspiring, sometimes
grueling, and tireless quotidian work of thousands of “invisible”
community-based activists whose collective actions have impacted the
entire spectrum of social and economic rights of untold numbers of
people in South Africa and beyond. Louise Penner is Associate
Professor of English at UMass Boston specializing in Victorian Literature
and Culture and Global Health Humanities. Her published work as
author and editor includes Victorian Medicine and Social Reform:
Florence Nightingale among the Novelists (Palgrave, 2010), and
Victorian Medicine and Popular Culture (2015). Rajini Srikanth is Dean
of Faculty and Professor of English and Human Rights at the University
of Massachusetts Boston. He is the author and co-editor of several
books, including Interdisciplinary Approaches to Human Rights:
History, Politics, Practice (2018) and Climate Justice and Public Health:
Realities, Responses, and Reimaginings for a Better Future (2024).



