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This volume focuses on the role of informal networks in shaping
foreign relations during the Early Modern period, specifically through
the lens of patronage and personal connections. Edited by Hillard von
Thiessen and Christian Windler, it compiles revised and expanded
versions of presentations from the 45th German Historians'
Conference. The book examines how personal relationships and
patronage influenced political dynamics in various European
monarchies, such as the Papal States, Poland-Lithuania, and the Holy
Roman Empire. It explores how trust was established across distances
and the competitive patronage among foreign powers in elective
monarchies. The work is intended for scholars of early modern history,
emphasizing a comparative European perspective and the importance
of micro-politics in diplomatic relations.


