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Between Care and Criminality examines social welfare's encounter with
migration and marriage in a period of intensified border control in
Melbourne, Australia. It offers an in-depth ethnographic account of the
effort to prevent forced marriage in the aftermath of a 2013 law that
criminalized the practice. Disproportionately targeted toward Muslim
migrant communities, prevention efforts were tasked with making the
family relations and marital practices of migrants objects of policy
knowledge in the name of care and community empowerment. Through
tracing the everyday ways that direct service providers, police, and
advocates learned to identify imminent marriages and at-risk
individuals, this book reveals how the domain of social welfare
becomes the new frontier where the settler colonial state judges good
citizenship. In doing so, it invites social welfare to reflect on how
migrant conceptions of familial care, personhood, and mutual
obligation become structured by the violence of displacement, borders,
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and conditional citizenship.


