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Florence Goyet's 'Penser sans concepts: fonction de l’épopée guerrière'
explores the role of warrior epics such as the Iliad, the Song of Roland,
and the Hôgen and Heiji monogatari as powerful metaphors for
understanding contemporary crises. The book argues that these epics,
devoid of modern conceptual tools, offer a profound narrative-driven
comprehension of societal upheavals and political transformations.
Goyet contends that these narratives help illuminate the shifts from
patriarchal societies to new political models, such as the emergence of
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the city-state, feudalism, and royal renewal. Through a comparative
literature lens, the work examines how epics articulate values and
address the perennial question of governance and societal relations.
Targeted at scholars and students of comparative literature and history,
the book challenges traditional critical views by emphasizing the
intrinsic value of epics in reflecting historical and political complexities.


