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Sommario/riassunto World Development Indicators, the World Bank's respected statistical
publication presents the most current and accurate information on
global development on both a national level and aggregated globally.
This information allows readers to monitor the progress made toward
meeting the goals endorsed by the United Nations and its member
countries, the World Bank, and a host of partner organizations in
September 2001 in their Millennium Development Goals. The 400-page
print edition of World Development Indicators 2004 allows you to
consult over 80 tables and over 800 indicators for 152 economies and
14 country groups, as well as basic indicators for a further 55
economies. There are key indicators for the latest year available,
important regional data, and income group analysis. The report
contains six thematic presentations of analytical commentary covering:
World View, People, Environment, Economy, States and Markets, and
Global Links. The CD-ROM editions contain 40 years of time series data
for more than 200 countries from 1960-2002, single-year
observations, and spreadsheets on many topics. It contains more than
1,000 country tables and the text from the World Development
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Indicators 2004 print edition and the World Bank Atlas 2003. The
Windows based format permits users to search for and retrieve data in
spreadsheet form, create maps and charts, and fully download them
into other popular software programs for study or presentation
purposes.
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of ‘General’ Information? -- 5 1849–56: Missionary Travels and
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This study about David Livingstone is different from all other
publications about him. Here, Livingstone is not the main topic of
interest; the focus of the author is on nutrition and health in pre-
colonial Africa and Livingstone is his key informant. David Livingstone
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and the Myth of African Poverty and Disease is an unusual book. After a
close examination of Livingstone’s writings and comparative reading of
contemporary authors, Sjoerd Rijpma has been able to draw cautious
conclusions about the relatively favourable conditions of health and
nutrition in southern and central Africa during the pre-colonial period.
His findings shed new light on the medical history of Sub-Saharan
Africa. The surprise awaiting travellers in and also before 19th century
Africa was that the inhabitants of the interior, even the ‘slaves’, were
healthier and better fed than many of their contemporaries in Europe’s
Industrial Revolution. “An impressive piece of scholarship, truly forensic
in its close reading and re-reading of Livingstone’s published works
and those of other travellers during the same era, clearly a labour of
love which has taken years to complete” (Joanna Lewis).
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