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« Le tonnerre des exemples et la foudre des miracles (tonitrua
exemplorum et fulgura miraculorum) », invoqués par le célebre
archevéque de Génes, Jacques de Voragine, prouvent a quel point au
Moyen Age la parole pouvait étre chargée de puissance. Celle que
proféraient les moines, que délivraient les prédicateurs du haut de leur
chaire ou sur les places publiques, se devait d'étre puissante pour
assurer le salut presque acquis d’avance des religieux mais plus encore
le salut plus incertain des laics exposés a toutes les tentations du
monde. Afin de donner toute son efficacité a ces sermons proclamés
en tous lieux et en toutes circonstances, les prédicateurs les ont
émaillés d’anecdotes exemplaires (les exempla) dont la matiére a été
puisée dans le trésor narratif de la Bible et dans I'héritage de I
Antiquité gréco-romaine, dans les Iégendes des saints et les vies
exemplaires des moines, puis dans la vie quotidienne des fideles. Ce
volume se propose de suivre ce processus d’instauration d’un ordre
narratif destiné & assurer le salut du plus grand nombre. A la fin du
Moyen Age, ces recueils d’anecdotes exemplaires ont aussi servi une «
prédication dans un fauteuil » (pour reprendre I'expression de Michel
Zink) liée a la lecture privée. Les manuscrits se sont alors enrichis d’
enluminures au point de devenir parfois des sortes de bandes
dessinées avant la lettre, comme le célébre Ci nous dit du musée Condé
de Chantilly (ms 26-27), présenté ici sous toutes les facettes
fascinantes de ses centaines d’'images associées a des récits hauts en
couleurs.
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Robert Louis Stevenson's departure from Europe in 1887 coincided with
a vocational crisis prompted by his father's death. Impatient with his
established identity as a writer, Stevenson was eager to explore
different ways of writing, at the same time that living in the Pacific
stimulated a range of latent intellectual and political interests. Roslyn
Jolly examines the crucial period from 1887 to 1894, focusing on the
self-transformation wrought in Stevenson's Pacific travel-writing and
political texts. Jolly shows how Stevenson's desire to understand
unfamiliar Polynesian and Micronesian cultures, and to record and
intervene in the politics of Samoa, gave him opportunities to use his
legal education, pursue his interest in historiography, and experiment
with anthropology and journalism. Thus as his geographical and
cultural horizons expanded, Stevenson's professional sphere enlarged
as well, stretching the category of authorship in which his successes as
a novelist had placed him. Rather than enhancing his stature as a
popular writer, however, Stevenson's experiments with new styles and



genres, and the Pacific subject matter of his later works, were resisted
by his readers. Jolly's analysis of contemporary responses to
Stevenson's writing, gleaned from an extensive collection of reviews,
many of which are not readily available, provides fascinating insights
into the interests, obsessions, and resistances of Victorian readers. As
Stevenson sought to escape the vocational straightjacket that confined
him, his readers just as strenuously expressed their loyalty to
outmoded images of Stevenson the author, and their distrust of the
new guises in which he presented himself.



