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This book is a frontal attack on an entrenched orthodoxy. Our official,
public vision of the early eighteenth century demonises Louis XIV and
France and marginalises the Scots Jacobites. Louis is seen as an
incorrigibly imperialistic monster and the enemy of liberty and all that
is good and progressive. The Jacobite Scots are presented as so
foolishly reactionary and dumbly loyal that they were (sadly) incapable
of recognising their manifest destiny as the cannon fodder of the first
British empire.


