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General William Westmoreland : the Tet offensive -- Senator Eugene
McCarthy : the college student crusade -- Lyndon Johnson : "people
grow tired of confusion" -- Martin Luther King : the dream -- Robert
Kennedy : the "national soul" -- Richard Nixon : the candidate from
Squaresville? -- Hubert Horatio Humphrey : the isolation of the politics
of joy -- George Wallace : the populism of the Vietnam war era --
Nguyen Van Thieu : a merry-go-round in a chamber of horrors.
In The Deadly Bet, distinguished historian Walter LaFeber explores the
turbulent election of 1968 and its significance in the larger context of
American history. Looking through the eyes of the year's most
important players-including Robert F. Kennedy, Eugene McCarthy,
Martin Luther King, Hubert Humphrey, Richard Nixon, George Wallace,
Nguyen Van Thieu, and Lyndon Johnson-LaFeber shows the importance
of domestic upheaval on the election.
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Chapter 1: Introduction to Absurdity and Hypernormalization in
Contemporary Society and Workplaces -- Chapter 2: Theoretical
Foundation: a Multidisciplinary Review of Absurdity and
Hypernormalization -- Chapter 3: Ideological Underpinnings of
Absurdity and Hypernormalization -- Chapter 4: From
Hypernormalization of Workplace Inequality to Dehumanization: A way
out for Human Resource Management -- Chapter 5: 'Chocolates for the
Director' and other Tales of Public Sector Absurdity -- Chapter 6: The
hypernormalization of race in contemporary workplaces -- Chapter 7:
Hypernormalized destruction: making sense of why business
organisations are able to act with impunity -- Chapter 8: Absurdity of
the Climate Transition that Never Happened -- Chapter 9: A Way out of
Absurdity and Hypernormalization -- Chapter 10: Moving Forward with
Absurdity. .
The current world is absurd. Faced with climate change, health
pandemics, and ever-growing inequality, it is striking how globally,
governments and organizations are malingering to find effective
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responses to these crises, leading to absurd situations where we are
facing the destruction of the planet, while humankind is not making the
necessary transformation towards truly sustainable societies and
workplaces. Focusing on these grand, global challenges from an
absurdity and hypernormalization lens, the book aims to elucidate what
is happening in contemporary society and workplaces, why there is so
little improvement being made in relation to the grand global
challenges, and how a more sustainable social transformation can be
made in organizations. It offers a wide, yet in-depth, perspective on
absurdity in society and the workplace and presents a theoretical
framework, as well as in-depth case studies of sectors or organizations
where absurdity manifests itself. Presenting an overarching new
perspective on society and workplaces, this book helps students and
academics make sense of what is currently unfolding, and what can be
done. The book therefore bridges theory, science and the everyday
practice of organizational life, and how individuals working in a variety
of organizations can contribute to more sustainable economies and
societies. Matthijs Bal is a Professor of Responsible Management at the
Lincoln International Business School, United Kingdom. Andy Brookes is
Senior Lecturer in Organisation and Management at the Lincoln
International Business School, United Kingdom. Dieu Hack-Polay is a
Professor of Management at Crandall University Canada and at Lincoln
International Business School, University of Lincoln, United Kingdom.
Maria Kordowicz is Chartered Psychologist, and Director of the Centre
for Interprofessional Education and Learning and Associate Professor in
Organisational Behaviour at the University of Nottingham, United
Kingdom. John Mendy is a Senior Lecturer and an Associate Editor at
the Lincoln International Business School, United Kingdom.
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