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This book, written by Emil Fitger with a foreword by Ernst Francke,
examines the conditions of workers in the maritime shipping industry
from the mid-19th century to the early 20th century. It explores the
significant developments in maritime technology, such as the transition
from sail to steam power and the use of iron and steel in shipbuilding.
The study focuses on the impact of these advancements on the
workforce, the organization of labor, and the socioeconomic conditions
of seafaring workers. The book also includes a detailed investigation
into the German shipping industry, highlighting key ports like Hamburg
and Bremen, and compares the conditions of German seamen with
those in other countries. The intended audience includes scholars and
professionals interested in social policy, labor history, and maritime
studies.


