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dominant paradigms for understanding the processes of Jewish
emancipation and acculturation in Western and Central Europe. In the
French case, emancipation was achieved during the French Revolution,
and it remained in place until 1940, when the Vichy regime came to
power. In Germany, emancipation was a far more gradual and
piecemeal process, and even after it was achieved in 1871, popular and
governmental antisemitism persisted. The essays in this volume, while
buttressing many traditional assumptions regarding these two paths of
emancipation, simultaneously challenge many others, and thus force us
to reconsider the larger processes of Jewish integration and
acculturation.


