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Fieldwork is a central method of research throughout anthropology, a
much-valued, much-vaunted mode of generating information. But its
nature and process have been seriously understudied in biological
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anthropology and primatology. This book is the first ever comparative
investigation, across primatology, biological anthropology, and social
anthropology, to look critically at this key research practice. It is also an
innovative way to further the comparative project within a broadly
conceived anthropology, because it does not focus on common theory
but on a common method. The questions asked by
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Sommario/riassunto This book on Slavic matriarchy is the result of the studies and
researches that Evel Gasparini carried out over the span of his lifetime.
Intrigued by the possibility of a close link between the collective
ownership of the land and the ancient agricultural-matriarchal
substrate of Slav culture, Gasparini launched on the titanic enterprise of
analysing the archaeological and historical sources of early Slavic
civilisation. Basing himself on a concept of culture elaborated in the
ethnological field, he brought to light certain contradictions in the
application of the Indo-European paradigm to Slavic culture and
identified a series of elements illustrating the matriarchal substrate.
Exploiting an uncommon knowledge of cultural anthropology and
profound linguistic competencies, in this book Gasparini maps out a
complex panorama ranging from the economy to the social structure
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and from the religious traditions to music and dance. Out of print for
some time, the book is now proposed in a new, more convenient form,
complete with an appendix on Finns and Slavs – which was originally
intended as another chapter in the book but was then left out – a
detailed preface by Gasparini's disciple Remo Faccani, and a
bibliography of the scholar's oeuvre edited by Donatella Possamai.


