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After reaching high levels of public popularity in the 1980's and 1990's,
political conservatism has become beset with criticism and
disillusionment. As demonstrated by the 2008 election results, political
conservatism has been blamed for an unpopular Iraq war, an economy
nose diving into recession, and a barrage of high profile instances of
corporate misbehavior. This crisis in the ideological identity of and
public confidence in conservatism is partly due to conservatism itself.
Contrary to the intellectual vibrancy that characterized the 1980's and
1990's, political conservatism



