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Following the imposition of Habsburg rule on Ottoman Boshia in 1878,
a new garrison was constructed in the old citadel of Trebinje. By using
a micro-historical approach, this innovative book tells the story of the
garrison in times of peace and war, describing the way in which the
Austro-Hungarian administration rapidly transformed Trebinje into a
tree-lined city dominated by the army. Yet, the Habsburg "civilizing
mission," marked by the building of hospitals, schools, roads, and
railways was accompanied by ruthless violence against those who
resisted the new foreign occupiers, especially after 1914. The tragic
violence is described in the book alongside accounts of daily life. By



personalizing historical events, the narrative reveals the perspective of
people who found themselves in Trebinje and its garrison complex: the
ordinary soldier, the condemned “insurgent,” the career officer, the
cook, the shepherdess, the hotelier, or the journalist—all willing or
unwilling participants in an extra-European style colonial project in the
heart of Europe.



