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Sommario/riassunto

Sharing Knowledge in a Post-war World.

This book addresses the ways in which science and technology were
employed in South Africa during the Second World War. A key theme
underlying the chapters is the human mind: in Chapter One, which
addresses the submission of ideas to the Union Defence Force, this is
the inventive mind; in Chapter Seven with its focus on aviation
medicine, there is the description of human will and agency, and their
ultimate subordination to technology; and in Chapter Eight which
considers psychiatry, it is the measurement of the mind that is
addressed on the part of medical experts. The final chapter concludes
with the concept of the ‘world mind’ and the use of science to create a
new post-war world order. Each chapter employs a case study to
highlight the ways in which science and technology were interwoven
with society and identity—national, racial and gendered—in wartime
South Africa. The overarching theme explored is the hierarchies of
knowledge creation, whether in relation to South Africa as a dominion
within the British Empire, as a member of the Allies, or as a nation rife
with societal tension exacerbated by the war.


