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This book is about Russia. Yet, this book is not about Russia per se. To
those, whose sole interest is a better understanding of the Kremlin’s
decision making and how it shapes Russia’s present and future, we
would refer to a rather long list of sources that we dutifully noted
throughout the book. Instead, based on our expertise in Russian
studies and the challenges that we experienced in the past 2 years, this
book aims to offer a methodology to address questions when there is
no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answer (due to lacking reliable information). Any
attempt to answer this sort of questions using the commonly accepted
deductive approach, based on scientific methods is bound to fail,
because of the very nature of these questions. Therefore, using Russia
as a case study, this book aims to advance a way of analysing (however
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limited, biased and uncertain) available information to advance a more
critical understanding of the subject in question by using the
methodology of dialectic inquiry. Ofer Fridman is Senior Lecturer at the
Department of War Studies, King's College London and Director of
Operations at Sympodium Institute for Strategic Communications. Vera
Michlin-Shapir is Director of Education at Sympodium Institute for
Strategic Communications and Visiting Research Fellow at King’s Russia
Institute, King’s College London.


