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“An original and thrilling tale of the history and complexity of religion
and politics in Africa. Max-Wirth uncovers the deep connections
between religious occult rumors and civil life in Ghana. This brilliantly
written and meticulously researched book establishes Max-Wirth as an
important voice in African Studies, Political Science, and Religious
Studies. This work is thought provoking and transformative in the way
that it treats religion, ethics, and politics in a nuanced and well-
balanced scholarly method.” —Jacob K. Olupona, Harvard University
This book addresses the phenomenon of rumors about the occult in
contemporary Ghanaian politics. Drawing on data from fieldwork
interviews and analysis of case studies, it examines: why political
rumors in Ghana often focus on the occult; what political-occult rumors
accomplish and for whom; the ways in which Ghanaian politicians use
rumors about the occult to gain political advantage; and some of the
popular attitudes of the electorate to the rumors. The book
demonstrates that political-occult rumors have become important tools
in the hands of Ghanaian politicians to gain political advantage over
opponents, and the electorate as means to critique the actions and
behavior of political actors and the political process, generally. In a
nutshell, this book highlights the important role of occult rumors in
modern Ghanaian politics, with a particular focus on the period
between the late 1970s and present. The main thrust of the argument
in this book is that the flourishing of political-occult rumors and the
strength of Pentecostalism are related, and that far from being a
phenomenon existing on the margins of modern Ghanaian society, the
occult is powerful, public and mainstream. Comfort Max-Wirth is a
lecturer in the Department for the Study of Religions at the University
of Ghana, Legon.


