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Sommario/riassunto The Medieval book, both religious and secular, was regarded as a most
precious item. The traces of its use through touching and handling
during different rituals such as oath-taking, is the subject of Kathryn
Rudy's research in Touching Parchment.  Rudy presents numerous and
fascinating case studies that relate to the evidence of use and damage
through touching and or kissing. She also puts each study within a
category of different ways of handling books, mainly liturgical, legal or
choral practice, and in turn connects each practice to the horizontal or
vertical behavioural patterns of users within a public or private
environment.  With her keen eye for observation in being able to
identify various characteristics of inadvertent and targeted ware, the
author adds a new dimension to the Medieval book. She gives the
reader the opportunity to reflect on the social, anthropological and
historical value of the use of the book by sharpening our senses to the
way users handled books in different situations. Rudy has amassed an
incredible amount of material for this research and the way in which
she presents each manuscript conveys an approach that scholars on
Medieval history and book materiality should keep in mind when
carrying out their own research. What perhaps is most striking in her
articulate text, is how she expresses that the touching of books was
not without emotion, and the accumulated effects of these emotions
are worthy of preservation, study and further reflection.
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Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

Chapter 1: Introduction -- Chapter 2: Interest organizations in Central
and Eastern Europe - evaluating population ecology -- Chapter 3:
Organized interest in the policy-making process -- Chapter 4: Drivers
behind relations between interest organizations and political parties in
the CEE countries -- Chapter 5: The organizational development of
non-governmental organizations in CEE -- Chapter 6: Significance of
trade unions in the CEE counties - beyond corporatism and pluralism?
-- Chapter 7: Seeking access to policy stakeholders: business
'lobbying' vs others -- Chapter 8: Interest organizations in CEE and
European policy process -- Chapter 9: Conclusions. The future of
'lobbying' in the CEE countries.
'This book brings added value to the already rich literature on interest
groups, representation and democracy. The most important
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contribution is that the detailed analysis of the growth, role and
importance of the interest group system in Lithuania, Poland and
Slovenia is put in a comparative perspective. It provides a deep
understanding of the similarities and, above all, the differences
between the three countries which is furthered by extending the
comparative analysis to Western Europe. Last, not least, the book
addresses a most pertinent question - the influence of an unsupportive
environment on interest group participation in the democratic policy
creation process.' -Professor Beate Kohler, University of Mannheim,
Germany 'At a time when the prospects for democratic politics are
coming under question in some post-communist countries, and
interest groups are commonly described as weak, this book provides a
very timely exploration ofinterest group politics in Central and Eastern
Europe. Drawing on detailed research on three contrasting CEE
countries, Lithuania, Poland and Slovenia, it provides a more detailed
and comprehensive approach than most previous research, locating
interest group development in a wider context of the political and
ecological factors that affect its strength and character.' -Professor
Terry Cox, University of Glasgow, UK This book assesses the quality of
democracy through the study of organized interests in Central and
Eastern Europe (CEE) since the collapse of communism in 1989 up to
2017. Drawing on democratic theory and comparative analysis, the
authors explore the effects of a legal framework, political and social
contexts. Patrycja Rozbicka is Associate Professor in Politics and
International Relations at Aston University, UK. Pawe Kamiski is
Adjunct Professor in the Institute of PoliticalStudies at the Polish
Academy of Sciences. Meta Novak is Assistant Professor in the Faculty
of Social Sciences at the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, and a
researcher at the Centre for Political Science Research in the same
faculty. Vaida Jankauskait is Researcher in the Faculty of Social
Sciences, Arts and Humanities at Kaunas University of Technology,
Lithuania.


