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Based on extensive ethnographic fieldwork conducted in the Central
Himalayan region of Kumaon, Tales of Justice and Rituals of Divine
Embodiment from the Central Himalayas explores ideas of justice by
drawing on oral and written narratives, stories, testimonies, and rituals
told and performedin relation to the 'God of Justice', Goludev, and other
regional deities. The book seeks to answer several questions: How is
the concept of justice defined in South Asia? Why do devotees seek out
Goludev for the resolution of matters of justice instead of using the
secular courts? What are thesociological and political consequences of
situating divine justice--which is achieved not only through written
petitions handed to the deity but also through practices of ritual
embodiment or spirit possession--within a secular, democratic,

modern context?The stories and narratives in this book revolve around
Goludev's own story and deeds, as well as hundreds of petitions
(manauti) written on paper that devotees hang on his temple walls. The
rituals (jagar) involve spirit possession and the embodiment of the deity
through designated mediums. Theseintensely powerful and
mesmerizing rituals demonstrate how being human is associated with
the seemingly limitless potential to shift, alter, and transform our

selves through language and ritual practice. The petitions, though
silent and devoid of the penetrating singing, drumming, and
choreographythat accompany jagars, connect the concept of justice to
the aspirations, breakdowns, struggles and breakthroughs that



circumscribe human existence.
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Assignment of Groundwater Table in Liquefaction Analysis of Soils --
Production Rate Estimation Using System Dynamics (Case Study:
Clamshell Excavation at Top Down Construction) -- Stepped Loading of
a Raft Foundation Supported on Deep Soft Clay Improved with Floating
Stone Columns -- The Use of a Robotized Inclinometer System to
Measure Deep-Seated Ground Deformation in a Monumental.-Area
During TBM Tunnel Excavations. The Case of Rome Subway, New Line c.
-- Seismic Site Response Characterization for Suez Canal Region, Egypt
-- Relationships of the Physical and Mechanical Properties Obtained in
Ignimbrites from a Tunnel in Morelia, Mexico -- Implementation of a
Single Hardening Constitutive Model for 3d Analysis of Earth Dams --
Geomembranes to Line Surge Shafts -- Expanded Polystyrene in Soll
Reinforcement -- Future of Underground Techniques in Deep Mines of
Different Content Without Catastrophic Risks.-Utilization of Silica fume
and Slag to Improve theGeotechnical Properties of Expansive Soil --
Effect of Sand Cushion Thickness and Lateral Extension on Heave of
Remolded Swelling Soil -- Dynamic Response of Stabilized Soft Clay
Under Cyclic Loading at Low Shear Strain Level -- Review of Soll
Improvement Techniques -- Numerical Evaluation of Bearing Capacity
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of Step-Tapered Piles Using P-Y Curves Analysis -- Using Traditional
and Advanced Soil Improvement Techniques for Swelling Soil Heave
Mitigation.

This book intends directly the practical engineers, who will be of great
interest in reading the interesting chapters. Earthwork projects are
critical components in civil construction and often require detailed
management techniques and unique solution methods to address
failures. Being earthbound, earthwork is influenced by geomaterial
properties at the onset of a project. Hence, an understanding of the in-
situ soil properties and all geotechnical aspects is essential. Analytical
methods for earth structures remain critical for researchers due to the
mechanical complexity of the system. Striving for better earthwork
project management, the geotechnical engineering community
continues to find improved testing techniques for determining sensitive
properties of soil and rock, including stress wave-based, non-
destructive testing methods. To minimize failure during earthwork
construction, past case studies and data may reveal useful lessons and
information to improve project management and minimize economic
losses. .



