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Freedom’s Ring begins with the question of how the American ideal of
freedom, which so effectively defends a conservative agenda today,
from globally exploitative free trade to anti-French “freedom fries”
during the War in Iraq, once bolstered the progressive causes of
Freedom Summer, the Free Speech Movement, and more militant Black
Power and Women’s Liberation movements with equal efficacy. Focused
as it is on the faring of freedom throughout the liberation era, this
book also explores attempts made by rights movements to achieve the
often competitive or cross-canceling American ideal of equality–
economic, professional, and otherwise. Although many struggled and
died for it in the civil rights era, freedoms such as the vote, integrated
bus rides, and sex without consequences via the Pill, are ultimately
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free–costing officialdom little if anything to fully implement—while
equality with respect to jobs, salaries, education, housing, and health
care, will forever be the much more expensive nut to crack. Freedom’s
Ring regards the politics of freedom, and politics in general, as a low-
cost substitute for and engrossing distraction from substantive
economic problem-solving from the liberation era to the present day.


