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Understanding is an ability manifested by grasping relations of a
phenomenon and articulating new explanations. Hence, scientific
understanding is inextricably intertwined with and not possible without
explanation, and understanding is not a type of propositional
knowledge. Anna Elisabeth Höhl provides a novel philosophical account
of scientific understanding by developing and defending necessary and
sufficient conditions for the understanding that scientists achieve of
the phenomena they are researching. This account of scientific
understanding is based on and supported by a detailed investigation of
an episode from scientific practice in biology.
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