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This book focuses on how Burmanization created and reinforced ethnic
divides since the 1962 coup d’etat. when General Ne Win concentrated
all authority in the Burmese speaking army. Background research for

the book includes Burmese language materials from the Burmese
Socialist Party (BSP) and others that describe with what the BSP believed



in their own terms. This is unique from previous works on the topic
which either simply pointed out that the policies “didn’t work” and
therefore are uninteresting, or to claim that they were “necessary” given
the chaos of the previous regime. The authors agree that Ne Win’s
policies “didn’t work.” However, the book goes further by elaborating
why Burmanization policies developed in the 1960s are important for
understanding Burmese society today. Most importantly, Ne Win's
ideology reflects how patterns of interethnic relationships in Myanmar
lead to the “intractability” of the battles in early twenty-first century
Myanmar. Saw Eh Htoo was born in the Irrawaddy River Delta in 1976,
to a Karen family. He later moved to Yangon where he studied
Philosophy (B.A.), Christian Studies (M.A.) and Cultural Anthropology
(M.A)). At the time of his death he was completing his PhD dissertation
at Payap University, Chiangmai, on which this book is based. He
founded a Myanmar NGO Kaw Lah Foundation which did applied field
research in Rakhine, Chin, Shan and Kayin (Karen) States; and Bago
Region in Myanmar. Tony Waters is a Professor of Sociology currently at
Leuphana University (Germany). Previously he taught at Payap
University in Thailand, and at California State University, Chico, USA. He
is the author of academic books and articles dealing with issues of
social theory, East Africa, mainland Southeast Asia, refugees, and other
sociological subjects.



