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engaging with the lived experiences of vulnerable workers, occupied by
India’s informal workforce, across its deeply stratified labour-market
landscape. Set up and organized in a diverse spatial trajectory through
identified case studies from across India, the book, in a post pandemic
context, aims to study, critically reflect on the vulnerable state of India’
s workforce, capturing the daily emergencies, livelihood of
marginalized communities. Case studies in the book feature the
pandemic-crisis narratives of farmers, fisherfolk, factory workers,
artisans, small scale entertainment providers, sanitation, and waste
workers, to name a few. By understanding the intersectional
dimensions of social structures like caste, gender, and class our case
studies in the book also attempt to unpack the ‘dualities’ present in the
contemporary understanding of India’s labour market. Reflective
discussions with fieldethnographers through first-person narratives
help documenting their own observations from different case studies,
while focusing on interactions on how to work through power dynamics
and varied positionalities across dynamic field sites marked with
different spatial characteristics. The text is primarily aimed at students
and peer scholars of development studies, or for those who interested
in learning about the application of ethnographic methods to
studying/understanding the governing dynamics of informality across
India and South Asia. Deepanshu Mohan is Professor of Economics and
Director, Centre for New Economics Studies, Jindal School of Liberal
Arts and Humanities, O.P. Jindal Global University. He is a Saw Swee
Hock Southeast Asia Centre Visiting Professor at the London School of
Economics and Political Science, and an Honorary Research Fellow with
Birkbeck College, University of London. Sakshi Chindaliya is an
Assistant Lecturer and Programme Coordinator for the Jindal Fellowship
Program at Jindal School of Liberal Arts and Humanities, O.P. Jindal
Global University. She is also a Senior Researcher at the Centre for New
Economics Studies. As a feminist geographer, she is interested in
gender and sexuality studies, international development, and
ethnographies of water and disasters. Arun Kumar Kaushik is an
economist by training with background in business economics, law and
economics and development economics. He co-authored a book on
Indian Elections, "Who Moved My Vote? His other research interests are
intellectual property law and its dynamics and distortions.


