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This Brief provides a primer on collaborative governance and its
essential principles. Drawing on examples from the U.S. at the local
government level, chapters accentuate the growing utilization of
bottom-up approaches in addressing complex societal concerns, with a
particular emphasis on public health issues such as HIV/AIDS and the
COVID 19 pandemic. The Brief approaches the topic with the following
questions in mind: (1) Does collaborative governance provide a viable
alternative to complex public problem solving compared to the
traditional top-down bureaucratic approach?; (2) Is cross-sector
stakeholders’ involvement in collaborative governance a viable pathway
forward in the administration of peoples’ affairs?; (3) Can societal well-
being be better promoted with non-mandated collaborative
governance?; (4) Would the representation and participation of target
populations in policy decision making and/or implementation generate
constructive and sustainable solutions for societal benefits? ; and (5) Is
collaborative governance the future of public
management/administration? Providing much needed insights for
theory, policy, and praxis, this volume will be of interest to academics
and students of public affairs, public management, governance, public
health, public policy, and disaster and emergency management, as well
as practitioners and policy makers in related fields.


