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Syria has been a major crossroads of civilizations in the ancient Near
East since the dawn of human kind. Until the current crisis began in
2011, Syria was one of the foremost pioneers in the investigation of
past human knowledge, diversity, and identity. However, due to the
ongoing war, archaeological excavations came to an abrupt halt. Since
then, there have been countless alarming reports of damage or
destruction inflicted on archaeological, historical, and museum sites.
The International Syrian Congress on Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
(ISCACH), held December 3-5, 2015 in Beirut, Lebanon, was designed
to bring together international scholars who have directed or
participated in archaeological expeditions in Syria, and colleagues from
Syria. By doing so, not only could the results of years of archaeological
investigations and cultural heritage management in Syria be shared and
discussed, but also a spirit of friendship and collaboration could be
fostered and strengthened during this turbulent period.The Congress
focussed on the scientific aspects of each explored site and region
allowing researchers to examine in detail each heritage site, its
characteristics and identity. Archaeological Explorations in Syria 2000-
2011: Proceedings of ISCACH-Beirut 2015consists of two parts. The
first part presents the results of archaeological investigations
conducted between 2000 and 2010. The second part comprises
abstracts of papers and posters presented during the Congress. It is
hoped that this book will represent an important contribution to the
scientific dialogue between international and Syrian scholars, and will
appeal to the general public interested in the culture and history of
Syria.


