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Following the Fukushima nuclear accident, a large volume of
monitoring data has been collected about the soil, air, dust, and
seawater, along with data about an immense number of foods supplied
to the market. Little is known, however, about the effect of radioactive
fallout on agriculture, information about which is vital. Although more
than 80% of the damaged area is related to agriculture, in situ
information specifically for agriculture is scarce. This book provides
data about the actual movement and accumulation of radioactivity in
the ecological system—for example, whether debris deposited on
mountains can be a cause of secondary contamination, under what
conditions plants accumulate radioactive cesium in their edible parts,
and how radioactivity is transferred from hay to milk. Because
agriculture is so closely related to nature, many specialists with
different areas of expertise must be involved in answering these
questions. In the case of rice, researchers in rice cultivation as well as
in soil, hydrology, and radioactivity measurement are working together
to reveal the paths or accumulation of radioactivity in the field. For this
purpose, the Graduate School of Agricultural and Life Sciences of The
University of Tokyo has diverse facilities available throughout Japan,
including farmlands, forests, and meadowlands. Many academic staff
members have formed groups to conduct on-site research, with more
than 40 volunteers participating. This book presents the data collected
from the only project being systematically carried out across Japan after
the Fukushima accident.
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Sommario/riassunto In 2008 intensive archaeological surveys began at Caution Bay, located
20km to the northwest of Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. This was
followed by the excavation of 122 stratified sites in 2009-2010, and
detailed analysis of the well preserved and abundant faunal, ceramic
and lithic finds has continued ever since. The Caution Bay Archaeology
Project is providing new and exciting contributions to western Pacific
prehistory. It has radically expanded the known geographic distribution
of the Lapita Cultural Complex to include, for the first time, the
southern coast of Papua New Guinea; it has established the relationship
of Lapita to later cultural expressions in this area; it has pinpointed the
time of arrival of domesticated animals along the southern coast of
Papua New Guinea and, by inference, on the larger island of New
Guinea; it has provided new insights into the impact of resident
populations on local terrestrial and marine environments over a 5000
year time period; and perhaps of greatest significance, it has provided
a unique opportunity to document, using multiple strands of
archaeological evidence, interactions between resident and colonizing
populations at a time of cultural transformation c. 2900 years ago. The
first volume of the Caution Bay monographs is designed to introduce
the goals of the Caution Bay project, the nature and scope of the
investigations and the cultural and natural setting of the study area. To
this end a series of chapters are included on the ethnographic and
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linguistic setting, the present and past natural environment,
archaeological surveys of the study area and investigative and analytical
methods. These background chapters will be repeatedly referred to in
all the other monographs, as foundational reference materials for the
broader study.


