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Law’s regulatory reach has grown significantly over the past few
decades. Yet, at the same time, law schools and legal professions in
Western and Western-oriented jurisdictions have undergone an acute
crisis. How is this possible? In this insightful and wide-ranging book,
Luca Siliquini-Cinelli argues that these trends are in fact
complementary manifestations of a single phenomenon—namely, that
law is and will always be more capable of regulating social interaction
without the experiential contribution of legal experts. Siliquini-Cinelli
contends that the separation of law’s regulatory function from legal
experts is structurally linked to the former’s nature and operational
dynamics as an intellectual artifact to be used for ordering purposes.
As a product of the intellect, law is a matter of knowledge, not
experience. In fact, Siliquini-Cinelli holds, law’s artifactuality voids
experience, including that of legal experts, making it redundant. This
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explains how law can thrive as a regulatory phenomenon while the very
places where future legal professionals are formed and those places
where it is practised are in crisis. To show this, Siliquini-Cinelli
embarks upon a historical, philosophical, and comparative analysis of
law’s artifactuality, focusing on the teaching, study and practise of law
as intellectual endeavours, from the advent of juristic activities in the
Late Roman Republic to current legal pedagogies, practices, and
reforms in Civil and Common law jurisdictions. In so doing, Siliquini-
Cinelli employs the Latin phrase ‘scientia iuris’ to explain why and how
legal education and practice pursue knowledge at the expense of
experience, and the serious implications this has for lawyering
activities. Moving beyond established narratives, Siliquini-Cinelli argues
that ‘scientia iuris’ ought not be reduced to dogmatic analysis (scientia
iuris as doctrina iuris). Rather, ‘scientia iuris’ denotes the knowledge of
the law sought by all those who teach, study, and practise it, and which
is actualised through a form of legal thinking and argumentation that
moves along reason’s metaphysical, constructivist lines (scientia iuris
as cognitio iuris). Thus, scientia iuris is not the prerogative of a few
legal scholars; rather, it lies at the very core of Western legal education
and practice, broadly understood. The relevance of Siliquini-Cinelli’s
original and interdisciplinary analysis is profound and far-reaching: the
crisis that legal education and practice are undergoing is not an
isolated, or accidental, event; it is a consequence of the very ways in
which law has been taught, studied, and practised since Rome.


