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ThisvolumeconstitutestheproceedingsoftheSixthinternationalConferenc
eon Flexible Query Answering Systems, FQAS 2004, held in Lyon,
France, on June 24-26, 2004. FQAS is the premier conference for
researchers and practitioners concerned with the vital task of providing
easy, ?exible, and intuitive access to information for every type of need.
This multidisciplinary conference draws on several research areas,
including databases, information retrieval, knowledge representation,
soft computing, multimedia, and human-computer interaction. With
FQAS 2004, the FQAS conference series celebrated its tenth anniversary
as it has been held every two years since 1994. The overall theme of
the FQAS conferences is innovative query systems aimed at providing
easy, ?exible, and intuitive access to information. Such systems are
intended to facilitate retrieval from information repositories such as
databases, libraries, and the Web. These repositories are typically
equipped with standard query systems that are often inadequate for
users. The focus of FQAS is the development of query systems that are
more expressive, informative, cooperative, productive, and intuitive to
use.



