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"The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Integrated Risk
Information System (IRIS) program develops toxicologic assessments of
environmental contaminants. IRIS assessments provide hazard
identification and dose-response assessment information. The
information is then used in conjunction with exposure information to
characterize risks to public health and may be used in risk-based
decisionmaking, in regulatory actions, and for other risk-management
purposes. Since the middle 1990s, EPA has been in the process of
updating the IRIS assessment of inorganic arsenic. In response to a
congressional mandate for an independent review of the IRIS
assessment of inorganic arsenic, EPA requested that the National
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Research Council convene a committee to conduct a two-phase study.
Critical Aspects of EPA's IRIS Assessment of Inorganic Arsenic is the
report of the first phase of that study. This report evaluates critical
scientific issues in assessing cancer and noncancer effects of oral
exposure to inorganic arsenic and offers recommendations on how the
issues could be addressed in EPA's IRIS assessment."--
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Sommario/riassunto This book challenges commonplace assertions that the humanities are
presently undergoing a severe crisis as a result of a longstanding
decline. Rather than hearkening to the widespread, reactive call for a
last-ditch defense of the humanities under attack from an ungracious
world, this book fundamentally reverses the perspective and makes a
plea for a different, affirmative approach. It contends that the
humanities have incessantly arrived at critical turning points since they
were first constituted in a form that remains recognizable today and
assumed a leading role in knowledge organization with the
establishment of the modern university around 1800. Assuming a
historical perspective, the monograph takes the human sciences back
to their rightful place in the family tree of sciences and gives due
recognition to their continuously decisive role in the production of new
knowledge and the creation of new fields of knowledge. Situating the
ongoing gemmation of the humanities in a broader context, this
monograph also offers an encompassing introduction to the over-all
development of knowledge in the last two hundred years. Sverre
Raffnsøe is Professor of Philosophy at Copenhagen Business School and
Editor-in-Chief of Foucault Studies.


