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"Tour-de-force on ICRP – the book narrates how, “a strong, science-
based but value-laden ‘epistemic community’ regulates a controversial
area of human endeavor (radiation) on global basis.” By doing so,
Daniel optimistically calls on world bodies to learn and mimic similar
pathways to solve global problems such as air pollution, toxic
chemicals and even climate change" --Dr M. Mahesh Professor of
Radiology & Cardiology Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine,
USA "A fascinating tale of how the standards for radiation dosage came
about – not through an international convention, or by inter-
governmental agreement but by doctors on the job and scientists in
different countries debating and critiquing each other’s work. There is
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a lot to learn from the process as it unfolded." ---Roy Gutman,
Pulitzer-prize journalist and president, Baltimore Council on Foreign
Affairs, USA This book is intended to examine the history of radiation
protection up to the present from the perspective of regime theory,
with a view to elucidating what this case teaches about how a strong
regime in a controversial area can form and maintain itself. This is a
particularly relevant issue at present when the overall international
rules-based order is under threat and scientific authority doubted.
There are significant parallels between the international radiation
protection regime and efforts to slow climate change, stop the
proliferation of nuclear weapons, manage the applications of artificial
intelligence, control the use of drones, and confront the risks posed by
pandemics. While each has its own dynamics, all these issues involve
the interaction of scientific discovery and expertise with the societies
that generate them. Learning what works and what does not is vital if
we are to limit harm and ensure survival of humanity on a shrinking
and warming planet. Daniel Serwer (Ph.D., Princeton) is Senior Fellow at
the Foreign Policy Institute of the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies (SAIS), where he was previously Professor and
Director of the Conflict Management and American Foreign Policy
programs. He has served as a Vice President at the United States
Institute of Peace and as a Minister-Counselor at the U.S. State
Department.


