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The Art of Avaz and Mohammad Reza Shajarian: Foundations and
Contexts, by Rob Simms and Amir Koushkani, examines the traditional
art of singing classical Persian poetry, as represented by its greatest
living exponent. Focusing on Shajarian's early career up to 1979, this
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in-depth study includes a panoramic view of the social and historical
context of the twentieth-century tradition of avaz, along with a detailed
presentation of Shajarian's musical toolkit for weaving together poetry
and Iranian musical modes.
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The publication reviews the festivities in the lives of immigrants who
came to the Czech Republic after 1990 and who have since created new
diasporas or established themselves as distinctive immigrant groups.
Festivities are an important aspect of immigrants' lives inside their
social groups as they support the immigrants' ethnic self-identification,
strengthen their ties to their home country, and aid them in building a
sense of belonging. The author elaborates on findings from research
undertaken in various immigrant groups throughout the Czech
Republic, focusing on the abandonment of festivities, their adaptation
to the new environment, and the creation of new ones, while observing
their social significance and cultural specificity.


