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Practicing Sectarianism explores the imaginative and contradictory
ways that people live sectarianism. The book's essays use the concept
as an animating principle within a variety of sites across Lebanon and
its diasporas and over a range of historical periods. With contributions
from historians and anthropologists, this volume reveals the many ways
sectarianism is used to exhibit, imagine, or contest power: What forms
of affective pull does it have on people and communities? What
epistemological work does it do as a concept? How does it function as a
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marker of social difference? Examining social interaction, each essay
analyzes how people experience sectarianism, sometimes pushing
back, sometimes evading it, sometimes deploying it strategically, to a
variety of effects and consequences. The collection advances an
understanding of sectarianism simultaneously constructed and
experienced, a slippery and changeable concept with material effects.
And even as the book's focus is Lebanon, its analysis fractures the
association of sectarianism with the nation-state and suggests
possibilities that can travel to other sites. Practicing Sectarianism, taken
as a whole, argues that sectarianism can only be fully understood—and
dismantled—if we first take it seriously as a practice.
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With the announcement of the European Green Deal, which defines a
set of policy initiatives aimed at achieving a 50-55% reduction in
carbon emissions by 2030 and making Europe climate neutral in 2050,
the challenge of energy transition becomes even more critical. The
transformation of national energy systems towards sustainability is
progressing throughout all Central and Eastern European (CEE)
countries, yet the goals and results are different. Most EU Member
States have made substantial progress towards meeting their long-
term commitments of emissions reductions. However, some bloc



members have struggled to meet their obligations. An effective energy
transition requires the introduction of appropriately designed policy
instruments and of robust economic analyses that ensure the best
possible outcomes at the lowest costs for society. In this context, this
Special Issue aims to bring into the discussion the challenges that CEE
countries have to face and overcome while undergoing energy
transition.



