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Joseph A. Amato proposes a bold and innovative approach to writing
local history in this imaginative, wide-ranging, and deeply engaging
exploration of the meaning of place and home. Arguing that people of
every place and time deserve a history, Amato draws on his background
as a European cultural historian and a prolific writer of local history to
explore such topics as the history of cleanliness, sound, anger,
madness, the clandestine, and the environment in southwestern
Minnesota. While dedicated to the unique experiences of a place, his
lively work demonstrates that contemporary local history provides a
vital link for understanding the relation between immediate experience
and the metamorphosis of the world at large. In an era of
encompassing forces and global sensibilities, Rethinking Home
advocates the power of local history to revivify the individual, the
concrete, and the particular. This singular book offers fresh
perspectives, themes, and approaches for energizing local history at a
time when the very notion of place is in jeopardy. Amato explains how
local historians shape their work around objects we can touch and
institutions we have directly experienced. For them, theory always gives
way to facts. His vivid portraits of individual people, places, situations,
and cases (which include murders, crop scams, and taking custody of
the law) are joined to local illustrations of the use of environmental and
ecological history. This book also puts local history in the service of
contemporary history with the examination of recent demographic,
social, and cultural transformations. Critical concluding chapters on
politics and literature--especially Sinclair Lewis's Main Street and
Longfellow's Hiawatha--show how metaphor and myth invent, distort,
and hold captive local towns, peoples, and places.
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In his 1979 essay The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge
philosopher Jean-Francois Lyotard noted that the advent of the
computer opened up a stage of progress in which knowledge has
become a commodity. Modernity and postmodernity appear as two
stages of a process resulting from the conflict of science and narrative.
As science attempts to distance itself from narrative, it must create its
own legitimacy. This paper takes up this challenge with a focus on the
question of imagery. The image is precisely what modern science seeks
to free itself from in its quest for absolute transparency. This
transparency is examined from the perspective of architecture, drawing
on arguments from philosophy, quantum mechanics, theology and
information theory. Natural science in the context of postmodernism
Quantum mechanics and information theory New volume in the Applied



Virtuality Book Series

Naturwissenschatft im Zeichen der Postmoderne Quantenmechanik und
Informationstheorie Neuer Band der Reihe Applied Virtuality Book Series
In seinem 1979 erschienenen Essay Das postmoderne Wissen stellte
Jean-Francois Lyotard fest, dass die Einfihrung des Computers ein
Stadium des Fortschritts definiert, in dem Wissen zur Ware wird.
Moderne und Postmoderne erscheinen als zwei Stadien eines
Prozesses, der aus dem Konflikt der Wissenschaft mit den Narrativen
resultiert: Wahrend die Wissenschaft versucht, sich vom Narrativen zu
distanzieren, muss sie ihre eigene Legitimation schaffen. Die
vorliegende Abhandlung greift die Herausforderung im Zeichen des
Bildes auf. Das Bild ist genau das, wovon sich die moderne
Wissenschaft auf der Suche nach absoluter Transparenz zu befreien
versucht. Diese Transparenz wird unter architektonischen
Gesichtspunkten untersucht, die von der Philosophie bis zur
Quantenmechanik, von der Theologie bis zur Informationstheorie
reichen.



