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The war in Ukraine, with the exposure of nuclear power stations and
the danger of atomic warfare, has made the legacy of the Soviet nuclear
sector of critical importance. The two authors map the Soviet nuclear
industry in a shifting historical context, making sense of a complex
socio-technical and environmental history. Taking an innovative
approach, this book explores the history of atomic power in the former
Soviet Union using the spatial dimensions of the nuclear industry as a
point of departure. The key concept is that of the archipelago - a
network of nuclear facilities spread throughout the Soviet territory, but
mutually reliant on each other and densely connected. The story traces
the emergence of nuclear science and technology for military and
civilian purposes through to the post-Soviet Russian nuclear
corporations as providers of resources and technology. The book
explains how nuclear developments in the Soviet Union interacted with
processes of environmental and landscape change. The spatial lens



offers an analytically fruitful and pedagogically stimulating way to
comprehend the nuclear histories of the Soviet Union and its successor
states.



