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Focuses on the autobiographical accounts of two Brazilian Indigenous
leaders, Prepori and Sabino, Kawaiwete men whose lives spanned the
twentieth century, when Amazonia increasingly became the context of
large-scale state projects. Both give accounts of how they worked in a
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range of interethnic enterprises from the 1920s to the 1960s in central
Brazil. Prepori, a shaman, also gives an account of his relations with
spirit beings that populate the Kawaiwete cosmos as he participated in
these projects. The historical consciousness presented by these
narrators centers on how transformations in social relations were
experienced in bodily terms—how their bodies changed as new
relationships formed. Amazonian Cosmopolitans offers Indigenous
perspectives on twentieth-century Brazilian history as well as a way to
reimagine lowland peoples as living within vast networks, bridging wide
social and cosmological divides.


